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New Membership Scheme Launches
Here at Major Events International (MEI) we are constantly working on
developing new and exciting benefits and experiences for our members
whilst also striving to continue to improve and extend our support
services. Read more on page 5.

MEI Member Wins Award
MEI member Quite Frankly Productions talk to us about their award
winning project producing a 3D film for OMEGA at the Sochi 2014 Winter
Olympics. Read more on page 2.

GLASGOW BEST EVER
With the Commonwealth flag presented to
officials from Australia’s Gold Coast at the end
of the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow,
the baton was formally passed to the next hosts
and Glasgow – which finished in eighth place
in the 2014 SportBusiness Ultimate Sports City
rankings, up one place from the previous edition
in 2012 - was able to bask in the glow of being
Rachael Church-Sanders, Editorial Director dubbed host city of ‘ the best Commonwealth
Games ever’ thanks to HRH Prince William among others.
Before the event even started, the indications were there that Glasgow was going to
throw a terrific party. I was fortunate to have been invited to view some of the main
venues a couple of weeks prior to the Games (I like to think of my visit as a dress
rehearsal for the Queen who was due to do the same exactly 24 hours later) and was
impressed at both the attention to detail among the venue operations staff and the
enthusiasm for the event exuded by everyone I spoke to. ‘People Make Glasgow’
posters festooned my journey into the city centre in a pink version of the Wizard of
Oz’s Yellow Brick Road with all roads this time seemingly leading to the stunning
Emirates Arena, linked to the equally impressive Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome.....Read More.
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Securing Glasgow 2014
The Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games are now over, and the flag has been
handed to Gold Coast, Australia, who will host the Games in 2018. As life in
Glasgow is returning to normal after what has been dubbed “the best Games ever”,
MEI talks to one of the sponsors tasked with successful delivery of a safe and secure
games.
Glasgow 2014 was the latest global event to entrust the security of its
stakeholders to Finmeccanica Company, Selex ES, and not without regret. The
Company’s involvement builds on previous experience and expertise providing
security solutions for major sporting events that include:
•
•
•
•

Turin 2006 Winter Olympics
2009 G8 Summit
2013 World Cycling Championship
Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics

As the Official Protective Perimeter Provider, Selex ES delivered a wide range of physical security measures to secure over 20
Games venues at Glasgow 2014, including the Athletes Village.
Delivering on lessons learned from previous Games, Police Scotland held overall responsibility for securing Glasgow 2014,
employing an ‘integrated multi-agency approach’ to security. DCC Steve Allen, Police Scotland’s Security Director for the
Commonwealth Games was quoted as saying: “Planning for the safety and security operation has taken place over the past
seven years. It’s an operation unprecedented in scale and complexity in terms of the resources needed to ensure the Games
run safely and securely. “It’s more challenging because Games venues are very much part of the infrastructure....Read more.

Member’s Sochi film wins award
MEI member Quite Frankly Productions talk to us about their award winning project
producing a 3D film for OMEGA at the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics.
Tell us a bit about the project?
‘Our audience for the film was all visitors to OMEGA’s showcase pavilion during
the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics. As Official Timekeeper of the Olympic Movement,
OMEGA is a trusted partner of every Games and always has a brand pavilion inside
each Olympic Park. Visitors to the pavilion consist of IOC officials and VIP / celebrity
guests, Government officials of the host nation, winning athletes, OMEGA
corporate guests, Olympic timekeepers and the OMEGA team, plus the general
public and Olympic fans who are visiting the Olympic Park.’
What was the idea behind the film?
‘The purpose of the film was to demonstrate OMEGA’s partnership with the Olympic Movement and to illustrate the thrill
and the importance of timekeeping at every Olympics by creating a ‘wow’ factor through the production of a 3D film. The
film played out on a loop throughout the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics as the centrepiece within the OMEGA pavilion. All
guests were given 3D glasses to wear as they visited the pavilion.’....Read more.
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MEI Member Watson Associates on the
London 2012 & Commonwealth Games 2014
After 20 years of working in the safety management industry Sue Watson of Watson
Associates was approached to take on the safety management of the Olympic Park for
the London 2012 Games.
This was the first time that a safety officer was appointed to the Olympic
management structure and the initiative was driven by the Sport Grounds Safety
Authority led by Chief Executive Ruth Shaw.
Sue Watson, Founder, Watson Associates

The SGSA seconded an Advisor to the Games to assist in the licensing of Venues and the safety management, Martin Girvan
worked alongside the Organising Committee offering advice and guidance on English legislation.
Much of the documentation had been written for the Olympic Park, with the safety documentation being generic from
previous Games. The 2.5 km2 of “Common domain” was the task ahead for the Games, over the 23 days of competition we
had 8.1 million people visit the venues and the park over the Olympics and Paralympics.
The size of the task was enormous with 3,500 cameras, mostly designed for security, meant that we had some challenges
with trying to manage the safety of the venue, as we couldn’t see most of it. The ODA in conjunction with the influence of
the Park General Manager planned and erected high-level dome cameras so we could see the movement of crowds and the
density of the ingress and egress.
All venues on the Park had a rota of Safety Officers most of whom had been trained and assessed by Watson Associates over
the last 15 years, the Park itself had 3 additional safety officers for the games period.
The safety management challenges we faced at this major event were:....Read more.

No more waiting around
for translation services

We are excited to announce that MEI is going into partnership with award winning
Translive Global translation service in order to give all our members instant access
to a professional, reliable and fast language provider as part of the new
membership scheme.
Translive Global is a highly automated website that puts expert translators around
the globe in touch with those needing translation services. The website produces
algorithm-based quotes to give users an upfront idea commitment to cost which
means both parties know what they’re agreeing to. They also provide
interpretation and transcription services.
All interpreters are available via video link through the website, making it faster
and easier than ever before. With almost 1300 linguists speaking over 100
Kathryn Birch, Founder and MD, Translive Global
languages, it’s not hard to see why founder and managing director Kathryn Birch is in the final 5 for the Duke of York New
Entrepreneur of the Year award. We feel that the partnership will be mutually beneficial and we look forward to developing
the relationship over the coming months.
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The Sports Technology Awards
Celebrating the Sector’s Cutting Edge

When the Sports Technology Awards launched in October 2013, it was with the
aim of celebrating a flourishing sub-sector of the sports industry; the organizers
expected the first year to be relatively small, largely domestic within the UK and
that the winners would be from ‘the usual suspects’ of leading brands – how wrong
they were on all fronts.
Last March over 400 senior managers from 130 brands and 15 different countries
sat down for the inaugural awards in Central London. Whilst the major brands of the industry were well represented and
picked up their fair share of silverware, one of the truly exciting aspects of the day was how many shortlisted and winning
companies were virtual unknowns. Small yet burgeoning businesses were taking on industry giants and devising
technology that will undoubtedly play a key part in sport in the very near future.
Rebecca Hopkins, Director of the Awards explained ‘The interesting thing about sports technology is that often today’s
start-up is tomorrow’s big brand which revolutionizes the sports sector. Recent examples are companies like Opta, Hawkeye
and Spidercam; just a short while ago these were inventors’ concepts yet today they impact on millions of viewers, officials
and sports people. This year we saw some great ideas that could well join this list in the not too distant future.’
The 2015 awards launch on September 15th 2014 and will be open for entries until the end of the year. There have been
a few adjustments to the categories which now span wearable technology, apparel, work by Rights Holders, Federations,
sponsors, clubs, broadcasters, venues and stadia, apps, coaching and training technology, and fan experience, as well as two
categories promoting participation....Read more.

Sports and Entertainment Alliance
in Technology (SEAT 2014)
SEAT 2014 confirmed its spot as the unquestioned leader when it comes to
gathering the technology professionals responsible for bringing infrastructure,
applications, social media and more to bolster the game-day fan experience.
With 429 delegates/attendees and 319 commercial company attendee sponsors,
the 8th Annual SEAT Conference set records in both areas, reflecting the growing
trend of technology deployments and the desire to learn more from those who have already brought technology to their
venues, schools and teams. Held under sunny south Florida skies at the historic Fontainebleau Resort and Hotel, SEAT 2014
was packed full of information, best practices, energetic panel debates, plenty of closed-door sessions for honest sharing of
concerns, and not least of all, some fun and entertainment, Miami-style!
The concept is to allow the CIO/CTO community to share best practice with each other in closed-door sessions. Meanwhile
the commercial element delivered yet again some highly informative display material where some excellent networking
and business connections were made. The break-out sessions, networking opportunities and social program allowed some
great personal relationships to continue to grow in the only community of its type which had a growing international
presence this year. The plan is to continue to collaborate with Major Events International (MEI) to grow this international
dimension and the objective for an event in London in March 2015 is under development......Read more.
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Member News and Information

The only global membership
scheme for major event experts
Here at Major Events International (MEI) we are constantly working on developing new
and exciting benefits and experiences for our members whilst also striving to continue to
improve and extend our support services.

This year we have worked closely with membership expert David Friend from Shared Service Solutions on our scheme and are delighted
with the response we have received as we unveil a stronger, more value packed offer. We are also close to finalizing the choice of technology platform to allow members to network and collaborate which has innovative links to the current range of over 400 social media
outlets. This will also allow us to keep you up to date with opportunities.
Membership of MEI is for those who are after representation on the global events stage and want to be seen as a significant player in
that arena. Our members are at the top of their game or heading there. They are determined to succeed and membership is all about
winning more major event business.
More and more businesses are seeing the value and importance of becoming part of the only global professional membership program
for the major events industry. It is a “must be in it if you are a serious player in the most iconic market in the world – major sporting
events.”
We provide our members with an outstanding personalized service that helps to gain more bids, make more connections and create
greater business knowledge - we like to think of it as your personal major events concierge service. A few of the benefits on offer include
use of a members portal, a Major Events digest with critical information on upcoming bid openings and case studies, free and priority
access to events, high level introductions and inside information from people that have years of experience in the field.
Become part of the major events community that shares, connects and helps you to win more business. For more information
on the benefits of the MEI membership scheme contact enquiries@majoreventsint.com and/ visit our website at:
www.majoreventsinternational.com/membership.php

Welcome to our new Members
We would like to offer a warm welcome to our first members on the new MEN Membership scheme:
				
				
				

Advanced Laser Imaging - world leaders in the creation of highly accurate, totally immersive 3D
virtual environments and their applications for Policing and Security, using advanced Laser Scanning
and Photogrammetric techniques.
Read more

				
				

Eve Trakway - the industry’s leading supplier of temporary access systems and related services. They
have renewed their Major events membership and are now officially on the new scheme.
Read more

				
				

Sport:80 - The cloud-based and sport-specific data management solution. Consultancy, logistics and
event services – investing in the development and success of sport around the globe.
Read more
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Event preview: Rugby Expo 2014
Rugby Expo will be returning
to Twickenham Stadium on
Wednesday 22 – Thursday 23
October 2014 for the event’s
fourth consecutive edition at
the home of English rugby.
Run in partnership and
supported by Premiership Rugby, RFU, SRU, WRU, Pro12 and
Championship, Rugby Expo is now regarded as the meeting place
for the key decision makers of the sport.
Building on the success of previous years, Rugby Expo 2014 will
host more than 50 leading speakers from across the sports
industry, 40 rugby focused exhibitors and more than 800
attendees including over 400 grass roots clubs.
The two day event will open its doors with just 11 months to go
until the sport’s most prestigious tournament kicks off in England
on 18 September 2015 and Rugby Expo’s conference programme
will seek to address many of the topical issues and opportunities
that are presented to the host nation, its clubs and industry
suppliers.
Major Events International will again be involved......Read more.

ISC 2014 confirms 125 speakers
The International Sports
Convention (ISC) 2014 which will
take place December 10-11 has
already confirmed 125 speakers at
this year’s event where 18 sports
conferences will take place under
one roof over 2 days. The ISC is
sport’s largest gathering with
conferences ranging from ’The
Sports Technology Expo’ to ‘Host
Cities and Sports Events Expo’,
combined with a significant
exhibition of 4000sqm, and 2000 delegates. The International
scale of the event is an opportunity for all MEI members to raise
their profile, and with the majority of the International Sports
Federations in the region promises to deliver great value and new
connections.
Notable speakers include Debbie Jevans Chief Executive of the IRB
World Cup 2015 and Helmut Spahn of the International Institute
for Sports Security (ICSS).
MEI invite members to join their shared stand at a significantly
reduced cost, contact Richa Ghai for more information...Read more

New Conference for 2014 MEI renews partnership with
Decades of tackling threats
from home and abroad
and notable success in the
handling of events such
as the London Olympics
has enabled the UK to
add transport security for
major events to the long
list of security areas that
the country excels in.
Indeed, it is already exporting its expertise to the rest of the world
with the 2014 Brazil World Cup showing that best practice in this
area is being implemented in even the most difficult of locations
and scenarios abroad.
The numbers thrown up when analysing the Brazil World Cup
security effort were frankly staggering as the host nation bid to
tackle a cocktail of potential problems including a high crime rate,
terrorism, social unrest, the hooligan factor and a mass influx of
drunken revellers from around the globe.
A total $900 million security budget included 150,000 public
security professionals and military, 20,000.....Read more.

Foot Expo Forum 2014

The 4th edition of FOOT EXPO
FORUM Marrakech will take place
in two phases during the two
major international events to be
organized by Morocco in 2014
and 2015:

17th and the 21st of
December 2014

- The semifinals and finals of the
FIFA CLUB WORLD CUP (FCWC) to
be held in Marrakech between the

- The African cup of nations(CAN), during the opening game which
will be played on January 17, 2015.
The Forum will allow delegates to interact with the most
important players in the football industry worldwide.
Why Foot Expo Forum?
Unique concept in Africa, in the heart of Marrakech, FOOT EXPO
FORUM will gather for three days all football key players around
themes dedicated to the development of football.....Read more.
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MEI Company News
MEI’s Security and Resilience Commonwealth Games 2018
CEO Briefs MEI Members
Group Continues to Grow
Comprising representatives
of the UK Government’s
Home Office in Security &
Counter-Terrorism, the UKTI
Defence & Security
Organisation, leading
security trade bodies and
members of the UK defence
and security industry, MEI’s
Security & Resilience Group
was established in November 2013 to increase the exposure of
its members’ activities to the UK and international major event
markets. This increased business exposure is being promulgated
through a programme of Security & Resilience Briefings (SRBs)
during 2014, of which three have been held to date. The Home
Office and UKTI DSO are at the forefront of the UK’s security
industry export strategy and therefore play a key supporting role
on the Committee.
The Security & Resilience Group held their third Committee
Meeting at the London premises of Mott MacDonald on 3rd July.
Chaired by Dennis Mills, CEO of MEI, the Committee reviewed
objectives and plans for future SRBs along with a major Export
Seminar to be held later in 2015, with particular....Read more.

Following on from a very
successful Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow this Summer, MEI
were lucky to be approached by
the Queensland Government to
host a briefing with Minister Jann
Stuckey and Mark Peters both
responsible for the next
Commonwealth Games taking
place on the Gold Coast in 2018.
The afternoon briefing, hosted at
Selex ES’ London HQ, proved very
popular with 60 companies in attendance. Delegates ranged from
large companies such as Atkins to SMEs with niche capabilities.
Amongst the speakers were Selex ES who gave a fascinating
overview of their project delivering Glasgow 2014. We also heard
major events case studies from Rapiscan Systems and Quadratica on
the Security side. Delegates were invited to a ‘Taste of Queensland’
reception at Australia House after the briefing, hosted by Ken Smith,
Agent General of the Queensland Government in the UK.
The next day on 7th August MEI hosted two roundtables with Mark
Peters, one on security and one on temporary overlay.....Read more.

Expo Calendar

MEI Events

Expert information tailored to you

Industry events you won’t want to miss.
06 - 10 September 2014
SoccerEx Global
Manchester, UK

22 -23 October 2014
Rugby Expo
London, UK

October 1st 2014

Cyber Security and Major Events: Seminar
at Tech UK
Central London

Find out more
02 - 03 December 2014
Transport Security Expo
London, UK

27 March 2015
Sports Technology
Awards
London, UK

10 - 11 December 2014
International Sports
Convention
Geneva

17 - 19 December 2014
Foot Expo Forum
Marrakech

October 2014 (tbc)

MEI Member Networking Event
Central London

Find out more
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The MEI Team Perspective

Here are a selection of articles from our local MEI associates on the ground.

MEI Continues To Expand US Reach
Harry Walls, MEI Associate, USA

The U.S. continue to identify new opportunites for MEI to pursue. So far 2014 has been a break out year for MEI’s growth
in the States. As we continue to build and strengthen our Marketing Partner Relationship with SEAT, we have been able
to leverage that into new identifying new prospects for us. Dennis and Harry are working on qualifying each individual
opportunity for how MEI can help them with their growth plans here in the U.S. as well internationally....Read More.

Major Events Push Brazil’s Development

Lucas Lacombe & Ricardo Demarchi, MEI Associate Directors, North East Brazil
It is a well known fact that hosting the FIFA World Cup and the Olympic Games consecutively can boost
any host country’s economy. The improvement of the infrastructure for example is an important economic
drive to the national market. An imediate effect post games is the stock market experience, expected to
have price jumps
This particular situation has already occurred three times in history: in Mexico (Olympics 1968 and World Cup 1970), in Germany
(Olympics 1972 and World Cup 1972) and the USA (World Cup 1994 and Olympics 1996). In both cases, the major consecutive events
determined very positive impulses for both economy and stock markets, during and post event.
According to analysis, the classic pattern is: as governments invest in infrastructure projects first, construction companies, logistic
companies and the energy sector are the first to benefit. In a second phase, all companies of the communication spectrum....Read More.

World Cup in Brazil: Tourists Point of View

Lucas Lacombe & Ricardo Demarchi, MEI Associate Directors, North East Brazil
The World Cup in Brazil is now over and what remains is a more open and international country. According to the Brazilian Tourism
Institute (Embratur), the World Cup helped consolidate Brazil as a tourist destination by giving greater visibility, especially to the
host-cities. The World Cup also helped consolidate Brazil as a major international event organizer”
As highlighted Kátia Banerjee, President of Embratur, “Brazil’s image has been upgraded. A research conducted by the Ministry of
Tourism shows that 95% of the international visitors intend to return. According to GRM Market Intelligence research, which was
commissioned by the Rio Secretariat of Tourism (Riotur), to evaluate the image that Brazil has left to its visitors, showed that hospitality
in Rio de Janeiro city was appreciated by an excellent rate. In fact 97.1% enjoyed the warm welcoming attitude of the locals. In addition,
those who were in Brazil during the World Cup had their expectations met or exceeded regarding their experience in......Read More.

Join the Community Today
The only global professional membership scheme for
individuals and companies across all sectors who wish to be
successful in the global major events market place, a truly
specialist community focused on harnessing Olympic and
World Cup opportunities from around the world.

If you would like an editorial, interview
or case study about your company,
please get in touch.

15 November 2014
Published by Major
Events International

Follow us on:
Join today for exclusive opportunities....

Deadlines

Sign up

www.majoreventsinternational.com
enquiries@majoreventsint.com
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